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Coming to an end or dying out of 
a species or other taxon.
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Example: The length of the 
abdomen in adult beetles 

varies an average of 1.5 mm.

E
xam

ple: the dodo bird
(R

aphus cucullatus)

Variation
D

iv
er

si
ty

A
ny alteration of structure, 

behavior, or function that m
akes 

an organism
 m

ore 
reproductively successful 

Speciation
E

vo
lu

ti
o

n

T
he evolutionary history 

of a species.

Species

The evidence of new 
species evolving.

Variation

P
hy

lo
g

en
yD

iversity

Differential reproductive 
success of phenotypes 

resulting from interaction 
with the environment.
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Species
Natural Selection

E
xt

in
ct

io
n

Natural Selection

A group of individuals with 
similar anatomical characteristics 
and capable of interbreeding to 

produce fertile offspring.

C
hanges in life 

form
s over tim

e.

Natural Selection

Example: Seven species
 of grass plants in the 

same prairie.
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Variation

Diversity
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